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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF UNION  
Zoning Board of Appeals 

Special Meeting 

  

A special meeting of the Charter Township of Zoning Board of Appeals was held on December 

5, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. at Union Township Hall. 
 

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Roll Call 

Present: Paul Gross, Jake Hunter, Bryan Mielke, Andy Theisen, and Tim Warner 

 

Others Present 

 Peter Gallinat & Jennifer Loveberry   

Alternates: John Zerbe  
 

Approval of Minutes 

Theisen moved Gross supported the approval of the October 3, 2018 minutes as presented.  

Vote: Ayes: 5 Nays 0.  Motion carried.  

 

Correspondence / Board Reports 

 

Approval of Agenda 

Gross moved Mielke supported to approve the agenda as presented. Vote:  Ayes: 5 Nays 0.  

Motion carried. 

 

Public Comment: Restricted to (3) minutes regarding issues not on this Agenda 

Open – 7:03 p.m. 

No comments were offered. 

 

New Business 
A. Appeal 2018-01 Planning Commission SPA 2018-01 

Conflict of interest – Mielke recused himself to follow the ZBA By laws stating that he lives within 300 ft 

of the property. The Board allowed the recusal by majority vote. 

 

Chair Warner called alternate #1, John Zerbe to the table. 

 

Public Hearing  

Notice of Public Hearing was posted in the Morning Sun.  The request by Riverwood Recreation 

Center, Inc. to appeal the determination of the Planning Commission on SPA 2018-01. 

 

Public Hearing – open 7:24 p.m.  

No comments were offered. 

No written response was received by the Township Planner. 
Closed 7:24 p.m. 

 

Township Planner, Gallinat stated that the notice that was published on November 17, 2018. 

 

Michael Hackett, on behalf of Riverwood Recreation Center, Inc., stated that the applicant is asking for a 

variance requesting provisional relief of installing sidewalks along Broomfield Rd.  
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Mr. Hackett distributed a letter written by Jeremy MacDonald, Chair of the Sidewalk and Pathway 

Prioritization Committee to the Zoning Board of Appeals members and allowed time for the members to 

read the letter. 

 

Township Planner, Gallinat explained that the applicant is asking that (1) to determine that the decision of 

the Planning Commission adhered to the Township Zoning Ordinance, Township Policies, and any other 

applicable Township Ordinances and (2) to determine if a variance from section 8.325 requiring 

sidewalks with all new construction or additions may be granted. 

 

Discussion was held by the ZBA board. 

 

Theisen moved Hunter supported the decision made by the Planning Commission on SPA 2018-01, 

confirming that the Planning Commission did adhere to the Township Zoning Ordinance, Township 

Policies, and any other applicable Township Ordinances.  Vote:  Ayes: 5 Nays 0.  Motion carried.  

 

Theisen moved Hunter supported to grant a variance for appeal 2018-01 Planning Commission SPA 

2018-01, from section 8.325 requiring sidewalks for the accessory building in question (located on the 

very eastern side of the property, approximately 680 ft north of Broomfield Rd.) on the condition that new 

construction or additions would result in site plan approval, where sidewalks shall be provided per the 

sidewalk ordinance. Stating support from section 5.8. C.1a & c: there is a special condition and 

circumstance to the structure or building involved due to the fire itself and that the fire was not caused by 

the applicant is peculiar to the structure, not the land.  Vote:  Ayes: 5 Nays 0.  Motion carried.  

 

Chair Warner stated that there would be a 21-day appeal period before the decision is final.   

 

Township Planner, Gallinat read sections 5.4f and 5.11 of the zoning ordinance. 

 

B. Adopt 2019 Regular Board Meeting Schedule 

Theisen moved Zerbe supported to adopt the 2019 Regular Board Meeting Schedule as presented.  

Vote:  Ayes: 5 Nays 0.  Motion carried 

 

Other Business 

 

Extended Public Comment 

Open 8:38 p.m. 

No comments were offered.  

 

Final Board Comment 

 

Adjournment 

Chair Warner adjourned the meeting at 8:38 p.m. 

 

 

 

APPROVED BY:                        ___________________________________________ 

     Jake Hunter –Secretary 
     Paul Gross – Vice Secretary 

 
(Recorded by Jennifer Loveberry) 
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Board Expiration Dates

# F Name L Name Expiration Date 

1-BOT Representative Lisa Cody 11/20/2020

2-Chair Phil Squattrito 2/15/2020

3- Vice Chair Bryan Mielke 2/15/2021

4-Secretary Alex Fuller 2/15/2020

5 - Vice Secretary Mike Darin 2/15/2019

6 Stan Shingles 2/15/2021

7 Ryan Buckley 2/15/2019

8 Denise Webster 2/15/2020

9 Doug LaBelle II 2/15/2019

# F Name L Name Expiration Date 

1-Chair Tim Warner 12/31/2019

2-PC Rep / Vice Chair Bryan Mielke 2/18/2021

3-Secretary Jake Hunter 12/31/2019

4 Andy Theisen 12/31/2019

5 - Vice Secretary Paul Gross 12/31/2018

Alt. #1 John Zerbe 12/31/2019

Alt. #2 Taylor Sheahan-Stahl 2/15/2021

# F Name L Name Expiration Date 

1 Doug LaBelle II 12/31/2020

2 James Thering 12/31/2020

3 Bryan Neyer 12/31/2020

Alt #1 Mary Beth Orr 1/25/2019

# F Name L Name Expiration Date 

1 Laura Coffee 12/31/2018

2 Mike Lyon 12/31/2018

3 Jay Kahn 12/31/2018

4 Phil Mikus 11/20/2020

# F Name L Name Expiration Date 

1 Colin Herron 12/31/2019

2 Richard Jakubiec 12/31/2019

3 Andy Theisen 12/31/2019

1 Mark Stuhldreher 12/31/2020

2 John Dinse 12/31/2019

1 Ruth Helwig 12/31/2019

2 Lynn Laskowsky 12/31/2021

Chippewa River District Library Board 4 year term

Planning Commission Board Members (9 Members) 3 year term

Citizens Task Force on Sustainability (4 Members) 2 year term

Construction Board of Appeals (3 Members) 2 year term

Hannah's Bark Park Advisory Board (2 Members from Township) 2 year term

Zoning Board of Appeals  Members (5 Members, 2 Alternates) 3 year term

Board of Review (3 Members) 2 year term
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Board Expiration Dates

# F Name L Name Expiration Date 

1 Thomas Kequom 4/14/2019

2 James Zalud 4/14/2019

3 Richard Barz 2/13/2021

4 Robert Bacon 1/13/2023

5 Ben Gunning 11/20/2020

6 Marty Figg 6/22/2022

7 Sarvijit Chowdhary 1/20/2022

8 Cheryl Hunter 6/22/2019

9 Vance Johnson 2/13/2021

10 Michael Smith 2/13/2021

11 David Coyne 3/26/2022

# F Name L Name Expiration Date 

1 Kim Smith 12/31/2020
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# F Name L Name Expiration Date 

1 Brian Smith 12/31/2019

# F Name L Name Expiration Date 

1 BOT Representative Phil Mikus 7/26/2019

2 PC Representative Denise Webster 8/15/2020

3 Township Resident Sherrie Teall 8/15/2019

4 Township Resident Jeremy MacDonald 10/17/2020

5 Member at large Connie Bills 8/15/2019

Sidewalks and Pathways Prioritization Committee (2 year term)

Cultural and  Recreational Commission (1 seat from Township) 3 year term

Vacant

Mid Michigan Area Cable Consortium (2 Members)

EDA Board Members (11 Members) 4 year term
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